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IV.	Colours obseRved

A positive colour reaction test indicates that pyrazinamide is present. Drug 
identity and content can be verified further via a thin layer chromatographic 
test for which a field kit has been developed, too. Those batches definitely 
found negative for active ingredient, for being sub potent or of other sub-
standard quality will require confirmatory testing at a fully-fledged drug quality 
control laboratory. Retain some samples and put the batch on quarantine till 
a final decision on rejection or release has been taken.

v.	 Results & Actions 		
	to  be taken

Positive colour reaction on 
pyrazinamide: an orange colour is 

produced when adding ferric(II) 
chloride solution …

… which turns into deep blue when 
sodium hydroxide solution is added 

drop-by-drop ...

... making the solution look like black 
ink after shaking
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